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Salpetriere ; that they tend to confirm the idea, often expressed in his own teach- 
ings, that hysteria is upon the whole a mental disease. 

Hypnotism has long enough been regarded not only as harmless but even as a 
panacea for almost all the ailments of mankind. It would be well to heed Charcot's 
warning, as hysterical diseases may be treated with better success, if the mystery that 
still surrounds them disappears before calm and scientific investigation. c. 

L'£cole d'anthropologie criminelle. By V Abbe Maurice de Baets. Gand : 
P. van Fleteren. 1893. 
Dr. de Baets, Professor of Philosophy of the Gregorian University of Rome, 
Italy, and Secretary to the Bishop of Ghent, criticises in this elegantly printed little 
volume the modern school of criminal anthropology. He believes with Herbert 
Spencer that, if a great number of people accept certain errors, these errors must 
contain a kernel of truth. Professor de Baets says that he does not deny crime to 
be an outgrowth of the organism, to be inherited, to be closely connected with in- 
sanity, etc., but he cannot approve of criminal unaccountableness. The denial of 
responsibility, he says, is the denial of the wrong, and the denial of the wrong is 
the denial of morality. He sums up his view in italics on page 48 : " Man is re- 
sponsible for his acts in the measure that his acts depend on a free will. " k/dc. 

Against Dogma and Free-Will. By H. Croft Hiller. London: Williams and 
Norgate. 1892. 
The author has much to say against ecclesiasticism and sacerdotalism, and while 
he repudiates such men as Wundt and Ribot, he ' ' begs to thank Drs. Weismann, 
Luys, and Ferrier from whose labors the views expressed in this treatise derive that 
scientific authentication without which they would be worthless. ' ' The book is ap- 
parently a first venture into the stormy ocean of literary pursuits. f . 

The Philosophy of Individuality, or the One and the Many. By Antoinette 
Brown Blackwell. New York and London : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1893 
The author trusts that she has ' ' demonstrated a conscious immortality. In a 
former book of hers entitled "The Physical Basis of Immortality," 1876, she pro- 
pounded " the theory of persistent mind-matter individuals" which are to be con- 
ceived as ultimate atoms. The present volume of five hundred and nineteen pages 
is written to show that "this conception of the ultimate atoms could consistently 
explain and harmonise mental and material phenomena and by coordinated inter- 
pretations of the most diverse processes simplify and unify nature and her manifes- 
tations." The theory of the correlation of matter and mind is accepted ; " Nature," 
the author says, " is nothing if not mathematical," and there are many passages to 
which no monistic thinker would take exception. Along with them we find state- 
ments, e. g. on the rhythmic motion of atoms, etc., which it will be difficult to 
prove. Her peculiar view is characterised in the following sentence : ' ' All ultimate 
"individualities may be identical in kind, but no obvious necessity decides that they 
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•'must be, and in an order of things where other varieties are prevalent, the weight 
"of evidence for the present is on the side of varieties, even. in the ultimate units." 
The author's theory (if we rightly understand her) has been tried before. Some 
suggestions of Goethe's seem to indicate that he believed in soul-monads, and the 
German psychologist Herbart erected on the assumption of material soul-atoms his 
system of a mathematical psychology in which sound science was curiously mingled 
with improbable vagaries. The author of " The Philosophy of Individuality," al- 
though apparently quite well informed otherwise, has, strange enough, not taken 
notice either of Goethe or of Herbart. Perhaps she would have abandoned her 
theory if she had been fully familiar with Herbartism and the critique which it has 
received ; for Herbart's soul-atoms are to-day regarded as a thing of the past. Kp(. 

Die Grundbegriffe der Gegenwart. By Prof. Rudolf Eucken. Leipsic : Veit 
& Co. 1893. 
Prof. Rudolf Eucken discusses in this volume such topics as "Subjective — 
Objective"; "Apriori — A posteriori " ; "Monism — Dualism"; " Idealism, Realism , 
and Naturalism"; "Theoretical — Practical," and so forth. It seems to us that 
Eucken has not yet fully succeeded in reconciling his philosophy with natural sci- 
ence. We are glad to notice that he has a critical eye for the shortcomings of nat- 
uralists under whose methods of classification and mechanical conceptions the 
properly spiritual of man would be eliminated. He is judicious in his exposition of 
the various problems, but we miss a final solution, such as would clearly state and 
recognise the truth in both. Nevertheless the book is sound, full of valuable in- 
formation, and its perusal is to be recommended to every student of philosophy. 
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The ..Esthetic Element in Morality. By Frank Chapman S/iar/i, PA. D. New 
York : Macmillan & Co. 1893. 
The book contains chapters on : (1) the theory of altruism ; (2) the intrinsic 
worth of character ; (3) an analysis of moral beauty ; (4) an examination of the aes- 
thetic method of ethics ; and (5) the idea of obligation in aesthetics and ethics. The 
author's knowledge of ethical theories appears to be limited. Duns Scotus, the 
Realist, is called a thoroughgoing Nominalist. In spite of such defects, we find 
much that is good in the book. In the end of his discussion the author says with 
truth : "When the element of the good, or that which is capable of clothing itself 
' ' in the form of an ideal, is taken out of the conception of obligation, this latter 
' ' degenerates into what is nothing more than mere submission to an arbitrary im- 
" perative. . . . Prometheus, chained to the rocks for bringing the gift of fire to the 
' ' wretched barbarous inhabitants of the earth, in defiance of the will of the ' Father 
"of gods and men,' is one of the grandest productions of the human imagination, 
' ' and were the Supreme Being such a one as Augustine and Calvin imagined him, 
" we should despise the wretched slaves that licked the dust at his feet." «pf. 



